Homelessness Through The Sociological
magination

* Introduction to
Socioloqgy
Final Project

Homelessness stood out to me
because I've seen it in real life,
especially in downtown Asheuville.

Sociology helped me realize there are
bigger systems behind it, not just
individual choices.

Source: Fox new Asheville
Carl Mumpower- Facebook

BY: Alexis Varillas




How~ Sociology Clhhanged My

Perspectve

THE IDE@ THAT CHANEED HOW I S€e THE
WOrLD MOST IS SYMBOLIC INTEracTionisM

I USED TO THINK SOCIOLO8Y Was onLY
dBOUT BI& SOCIaL PrOBLEMS

NOW I UNDErsTanb Meanineg Is creared
THrOUsH €verypay Inreracrions

IN MY MODULE 1 rEFLECTION, T aLSO
LEarneD THAT SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
LIKE FaMILY, SCHOOL, anD MEDIa
SHAPED WHO WE are

THESE EXPErIENCES SHOWED ME
THAT MY IDENTITY anD BEHAVIOr are
INFLUENCED BY SOCIALIZaTION, NOT
JUST PErsonaL CHOICES

SOCI0L08Y HELPED
ME SEE THaT £VEn
SMaLL €verynay
EXPEIIENCES are

CONNECTED T0
Larser SoclaL
FOTCES.

""'\-:: "SYMBOLIC INTEracTIONISTS are INTEresTed 1N THE

— ’:. Way PEOPLE INTErPTET and &IVe MEaning 10 THE

WOrLD THrousH SoclaL InTeracrion.

. (SEC. 34)

« IN MY TIKTOK POST aBOUT “BOI" I €XPLAINED HOW PEOPLE
UNDErsTanD THE MEaning WITHOUT €XpLAnATION.

« THIS SHOWED ME THAT Language Works LIKE @ SHareD
S0CIaL CoDE

- IT MaDE M€ I'€aLIZ€ TrenDs SPreab BECAUSE PEOPLE
[€COBNIZE MEANING, NOT JUST BECAUSE THEY are popuLar



Personal Trowples Vs, Public [ssunes

Personal trouble wblic [ssine
(Induridual) P(smww)

HOMELESSNESS IS OFTEN SEEN LACK OF aFFOrDaBLE HOUSING

ds SOMEONE MaKing Bad

CHOICES LOW Wages

LIMITED MENTAL HEaLTH
[ESOUrCES

SOCIOLOBY USES THE SOCIOLOBICAL IMa@gInaTion TO CONNECT INDIVIDUAL €XPErIENCES
TO LAr&er SoclaL STrucTures



o I EXPETIENCED CONFOTMITY N/ . IT FELT €asier T0 go\

DUTING & CLASS DISCUSSION (RSP pes - T s 0w
WHEN I STAYED QUIET (IS RO R AR " reMemBer STarTing A TS Bl
INSTEAD OF SHAring My WITH @ 8roup T0 SECOND BUESS MYSELF JUDEED
0PINION. and JUST STaying QuIET
. THIS IS CALLED INSTEaD OF SHarmg wuar || - Tuis suows wow strong
CONFOPMITY I reaLLy THOUSHT' 81OUP INFLUENCE Can

/ \ BE, €VEN IN SMaLL 4

PEOPLE "TEND TO CONFOrM TO
8roup NOrMs™ 70 avoip
[€JECTION (SECTION 6.2)

 THE PEOPLES TEMPLE SHOWED HOW €XTrEME CONFOrMITY Can BECOME

«  GrOUP NOrmS can INFLUENCE BEWavior MOre TWan INDIVIDUAL THINKING

THIS SHOWS HOW SOCIaL FOrces and eroup pressure
SHAPE INDIVIDUAL BEHaVIOT.




Growtiv Reflection

o AT FIPST, I THOUBHT PEOPLES acTIONS WErE MOSTLY
PErSONaL CHOICES

* AFTEr MODULE 2, I rtaLiZED BEHavIOr IS SHAPED BY
8roup Pressure anb soclaL SYSTEMS

T NOW UNDErSTAnD HOW INEQUALITY LIMITS PEOPLES
CHOICES

SPENT + D5
« IN @ CLaSS DISCUSSION, I STAYED QUIET TO
avoID B€ING JUDGED, SHOWING CONFOrMITY
 IN THE SPENT SIMULATION, €VErY DECISION
Was BasE€D 0N WHaT I COULD aFrorDd, NOT

WHAT I N€EDED
 THIS MaDE M€ reaLiZe HOW LIMITED CHOICES
Cal BE WITHOUT €SOUrces

SOCIaL STraTiricaTion
SHOWS HOW PEOPLES
OPPOFTUNITIES are
SHAPED BY INCOME,
€bucarion, anp
[eSOUrCEs (SEcTion
91)

THIS MODULE MaDE ME MOTE
UNDErsTaning InsTeab OF JUD&ING
PEOPLE'S DECISIONS

|
L
-lll'll

https://www.istockphoto.co

m/photos/growth-chart-
arrow

/

S

MY THINKING CHAN&ED BECAUSE I
NOW SEE THAT BEHAVIOT 1S
INFLUENCED BY SOCIAL STFUCTUrES,
NOT JUST INDIVIDUGL CHOICE.

~

)
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Stotwns

Homelesshess can be understood
as a social status.

PCOPLC WHO arc UNHOUSED are
OFTEN:

e JUDBED

e IBNOTED

https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-
e [[EATED DIFFEIENTLY NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa

THIS SHOWS HOW STaTUs arteCTs HOW
PCOPLE e Sl aND TTealeh N SOCIETY.



https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa
https://www.behance.net/gallery/45535519/Homeless-NOT-Hopeless-campaign-4-Amnesty-Internationa

Role stroan, Role conflict & Role
pev formaoince

=
 ROLE STrain->DIFFICULTY MEETING  ROLE STrain: STrUssLING TO MEET /‘fl’
EXPECTATIONS OF ONE ToLe FINANCIAL FESPONSIBILITIES ANGS
 ROLE CONFLICT-> CONFLICT BETWEEN I"! K\ '
DIFFETENT TOLES « ROLE CONFLICT: BaLanCing work 8 L\l‘;
AND ParenTing LA\ -
« ROLE PETFOrMance-> HOW
SOMEONE Carries OUT THEI TOLE 1N  ROLE PECFOrMANCE: Trying T0 acT
[tdl LIFE dS d FESPONSIBLE PAr€nT DESPITE https://www.yecteezy.com/
LIMITED TESOUTCES vector-art/26569504-a-
homeless-person-sits-
o N THE SPENT SIMULATION, T HaD TO BaLanCe BeING a WOrKEr anb cold
d Parent
o T FELT PrESSUre 10 ProviDe FOr MY CHILD WHILE STTUBBLING

FNanclaLLy THIS SHOWS HOW HOMELESSNESS and POVErTY MaKe IT
o THIS MADE IT HarD TO MEET EXPECTATIONS IN BOTH TOLES DIFFICULT TO MEET SOCIAL EXPECTaTIONS,
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Looking -Glagy Self

{ THE LOOKINE-8LaSS SELF EXPLAINS HOW PEOPLE SEe J { THE FEaDINgS EXPLAIN THAT PEOPLE DEVELOP THEI® SeLF-J
THEMSELVES BASED ON HOW OTHErS TREaT THeM CONCEPT BASED ON HOW OTHErS NEaCT TO THEM
o Il HDY, I SAW @ HOMELESS Man In « BEINg IBNOred May Make SoMeone
ASUEVILLE WALKING WITH HIS D06 FEEL INVISIBLE OF JUDEED
e MOST PEOPLE 18N0rED HIM, WHILE o THIS Can SHaP€ HOW THEY SEE
FEW INTEracTed WITH THE D06 THEMSELVES
Ut SCEMED MOTE CONNECTED TO  SMALL INTEraCTIONS, LIKE SOMEONE
wlv? D06 THaN TO PEOPLE around SDE\/IFI}.(IJ}% %)CI:?THLKIHB. Can Make d

THIS SHOWS HOW S0CIaL INTEraction and PUBLIC PEFCEPTION SHAPE IDENTITY.




« LacK OF QFFOrDaBLE HOUSING IS ONE OF
THE Main Causes OF HOMELESSNESS
« RISING IENT and LOW WasesS Make IT

DIFFICULT FOr' PEOPLE TO MainTain
STaBLE HOUSING
« COMMUNITIES USING HOUSING FITST
dPProacues Have Seen BETTEr LONG-
T€r'M OUTCOMES

 THESE aPProacies SHOW HOwW
HOMELESSNESS IS INFLUENCED BY
STPUCTUrAL FAcTors LIke HousIng and

THE €ConoMyY
« POLICIES anD SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS PLaYy
d MaJor roLe In QUTCOMES

NOrways Housine FIrstT approacH Works BesT
BECAUSE IT aDDreSSES THE rooT Cause OF
HOMELESSNESS, LaCK OF HOUSINE.

fo-

Asheville SHELTETS, SErvices, HELPS Many BUT
(Continuum of JOB HELP. Pro8rams LIMITED BY
care) LOUSING SHOrTage
§ FunDINg
HOUSING FIFST, THEN MOST €FFECTIVE,
Norwa '
( Housi’;g SUPPOIT SErVICES aDDresses rooT
First) Cause (HousIng)
Grants Pass LaWS, FINES, L6asT €FFECTIVE,
(Criminalizat PUNISHMENT FOT PUSHES PEOPLE
ion) SLEEPINg IN PUBLIC FUPTHEr INTO CrISIS
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Struetuwral counses & S&Lwlww

 THE arTICLE COMPAres

" THE ONLY reason anyone IS WITHOUT a CHalr
IS BECAUSE THErE aren'T €noUsk OF THEM.
(THE OBVIOUS ANSWET TO HOMELESSNESS)

\_

HOMELESSNESS TO MUSICAL Cl-lall‘S
 SOME PEOPLE are More
VuLnerasLe, BUT HOMELESSNESS
HaPPENS BECAUSE THETE IS NOT

€NoU&H arForpaBLE HOUSING

avalLaBLe -/

/~ + THE ArTICLE EXPLAINS THAT
HOMELESSNESS raTES are WIBHEST

LaCK OF aFFOrDaBLE HOUSING

RISING I'ENT PrICES

LOW vacancy rates
LIMITED CCESS TO STABLE HOUSING

HOMELESSNESS 1S CAUSED BY STIUCTUrAL ISSUES:

IN PLACES WITH €XPENSIVE
HOUSING and LOW vacancy rares
o IT argu€s THAT MENTAL ILLNESS
and Drus abdICTION are NOT THE

/~ THIS SHOWS HOW HOMELESSNIESS
IS CONNECTED TO STrUCTUraL
INEQUALITY, HOUSING POLICY, anD
THE €C0oNOMY
« S0CIaL INSTITUTIONS @nbd
BOVErNMENT POLICIES aFFECT WHO

\_

Main CaUSES OF LOMELESSNESS /

\_

Has access To wousing ~_/




LOCaL organizarion
HOMEWArD BOUND OF WESTErN NOrTH CaroLina

LIELPS PEOPLE EXPErIENCING HOMELESSNESS FIND PEPMANENT LOUSING and
SUPPOPT SEMVICES
FOCUSES 0N LOUSING FIFST aPProacues I ASUEVILLE
e WEBSITE:
) UTTPS//HOMEWArDBOUNDWNC.0r8

IN ASHEVILLE, HOMELESSNESS 1S VISIBLE DOWNTOWN.

LOCAL OrsanizaTions Provipe: ¢~ THIS SHOWS HOW LOCAL FOMELESSITESS 1S COTMTETTED
TO Larser STrucTural ISSUES LIKE Housing

e SUELTEr dFFOrDABILITY and IN€QuUaLITY

« TF00D - J

« SUPPOIT SEIVICES
« JOB § Cast manasement

BUT Many PEOPLE STILL STrUBBLE BECAUSE HOUSING IS TOO

[ LOCAL oraanizations HELP aDDress HOMELESSNESS, BUT Larger ]
€XPENSIVE and JOBS DON'T Py €NOUSH.

SOCIaL anD €CONOMIC ProBLEMS STILL aFFECT Many PEOPLE.



https://homewardboundwnc.org

Sociologueal
Analysis

1. SOCIAL STraTiFicarion
PEOPLE EXPEMIENCING HOMELESSNESS HAVE LIMITED
dCCESS TO IES0UrCES BECAUSE OF THEIT POSITION
N SOCIETY (INCOME, WEALTH. €DUCATION, POWET).

2. STATUS & SIBMd

UNHOUSED INDIVIDUALS dr€ OFTen JUDEED Or
BNOrED, WHICH aFFeCTS TreatMenT anp
OPPOFTUNITIES. THIS STIBMA rEINFOrCES INEQUALITY.

HOMELESSNESS 15 SHAPED BY SOCIAL SYSTTMS,
[0T JUST INDIVIDUAL CHOICES




Personal Growtnr

9

OVEl THE SCMESTET, MY PEISPECTIVE Has
CHANBED IN a BI& Way.

[ USED T0 5CC HOMELESSNESS ds INDIVIDUAL
FaILUTe

SITUCTUES, and INSTITUTIONS SHAPE PEOPLES

Y
R/
. NOW T UNDErSTanD HOW SoClaL FOrCes,
LIVES.

S0CI0L08Y
HELPED M
BECOME
MOr'€ awar,
tMPATHETIC,
dD
INFOrMED



Wy tHus Madtters
@aP
e

IT MEDUCES STEreoTYPES
dlD INCreases SYMPATHY.

IT HELPS Cr€aTe BETTEr
SOLUTIONS THAT acTuaLLy
dDDIESSES THE ro0T
Cause.

IT FOCUSES 0N FIXING
SYSTEMS, NOT BLAMINg
PEOPLE.

IT SHOWS HOW W€ Can aLL
PLAY @ r'oLE In crearins a
MOr¢ JUST anbd Caring
SOCIETY.

UNDErsTandIng
HOMELESSNESS
socloLosicaLLy

HELPS BUILD @
BETTEr FUTUE
FOr' €VEryone.
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