SOUTHERN SEA QTTERS -
HYDRA LUTRI

Exploring Seasonal Diets & Conservation
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GBIF, Enhydra Lutris (Linnaeus, 1758),
iNaturalist, Russ Namitz, Jan. 2026

Enhydra lutris© James Brooks (CC BY 2.0)
Carlie Gentry, Audio: Carlie Gentry




MEET THE SEA OTTERS! =

- Southern sea otters
(Enhydra lutris nereis) are
adorable coastal mammals.

 They are keystone
species, meaning their

presence keeps the

ecosystem healthy!
 Threats include

historic fur hunting, oil spills,

and habitat loss.
- GBIF, Enhydra Lutris, Jan. 2026

*Fun fact: Otters
hold hands when
they sleep so
they don't drift
apart. When they
aren’t bracing
themselves under
kelp. -
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e They populate California’s
coasts in kelp forests

e Dwelling close to the shore
raises risk of terrestrial
pathogen exposure

Ecosphere, An ESA Open Access Journal, Aug.

26,2025

Elias Ward, Audio: Carlie Gentry
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TAONOMY T =
Common Name: Southern Sea |
Otter or California Sea Otter
Scientific Genus Name: Enhydra saiat —
Lutris Nereis Exf‘loc';er’
Accordir)g to the I\{oture Serye LStr’ils 'ﬁereis
page, this species is categorized FFLps
in the “T2, Imperiled Subspecies”
category.

NatureServe Explorer, Enhydra Lutris
Nereis (2026)
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Carlie Gentry
@ Elias Ward,
Mattie Bost,
Audio by Elias Ward

Main snack: Pacific mole crabs (Emerita analoga).

INaturalist
fcc))lcl):%:r:to”ﬁ GBIF, Backbone Taxonomy, Enhydra Lutris (Linnaeus, 1758)
e - Southern Sea Otter diets include over 70 species

of invertebrates
« Scientists study what otters eat to understand
their health and the spread of infectious disease.

Ecosphere, An ESA Open Access Journal, Aug. 26,2025

*Fun fact: They must consume 20-25% of their body weight daily! That's over 10
pounds of food a day, to maintain their metabolism and body heat in cold water.



Mattie Bost, Elias
Ward, Audio by Elias

@ Ward

e Males typically live around major feeding and
resting areas
e Males are polygynous, mating with more than one
female. Discovery,
Arthur
e Most females do NOT have young every year,
although some reproduce annually.
e Reduction in birth rate has contributed to
threatened conservation status

Morris

GBIF, Enhydra Lutris (Linnaeus, 1758)




LIFESTYLE & LIFESPAN

e Pups dependency on
their mother is typically
around 5-8 months!

Enhydra Lutris can reach | |
the range of ]_ka/h’ in - The Animal Aging and

Longevity Database, (2023)
water.
They are generally
diurnal creatures, with
peaks of activity ot dawn

and dusk. B
GBIF, Backbone Taxonomy, Enhydra Lutris Elvelr sr :
(Linnaeus, 1758) cology Project

(2026)



HOW WERE THEY STUDIED! <

«  Scientists analyzed
9984 Enhydra Lutris . .
strandings from 1992-2020. S S e

*  They checked
gastrointestinal tracts for
what they ate, and compared

Sampling Period

p . ~_Naturalist,
what pups ate vs adults B A e~
- They tracked this data %% = Kreuzhage

by week of the year to see
seasonal trends.

Ecosphere, An ESA Open Access Journal, Aug. 26,2025
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Ecosphere, An ESA Open
Access Journal, Aug. 26,2025
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CONSERVATION STATUS

« Acanthocephalan
peritonitis significantly impacts
fatal disease

« Understanding what
they eat helps scientists protect
them.

« Conservation = healthier
oceans and happier ottersl!

Y

*Fun fact: Southern sea otters
are ‘climate warriors' that
combat climate change by
eating sea urchins §

Carlie Gentry, Mattie Bost, Elias Ward, Audio:
Mattie Bost
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Carlie Gentry, Elias Ward, Audio: Mattie Bost

WRAP T UP!
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Mattie Bost,
Carlie Gentry

https://Genomics.SeneScence.info
https://www.Discovery.com

https://www.Earth.com

https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com

https://www.GBIF.org



https://genomics.senescence.info/species/entry.php?species=Enhydra_lutris
https://www.discovery.com/nature/digging-sea-otters-stimulate-sexual-reproduction-in-seagrass
https://www.earth.com/endangered-species/enhydra-lutris-nereis/
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ecs2.70330
https://www.gbif.org/species/2433670

Mattie Bost,
Carlie Gentry

https://iNaturalist,Russ Namitz,GBIF
e https://www.INaturalist.org

https://www.iuchredlist.org

https://www.MMC.gov

https://Explorer.NatureServe.org Enhydra Lutrus Nere

is

https://www.iucnredlist.org/species



https://inaturalist-open-data.s3.amazonaws.com/photos/609137600/original.jpg
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/117520-Enhydra-lutris-nereis/browse_photos
https://www.iucnredlist.org
https://www.mmc.gov/priority-topics/species-of-concern/northern-sea-otters/
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103934/Enhydra_lutris_nereis
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.103934/Enhydra_lutris_nereis
https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/7750/219377647

Mattie Bost,
Carlie Gentry

https://www.iucnredlist.org/species

https://RiverOtterEcology.org

https://www.ScienceDirect.com



https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/7750/219377647
https://riverotterecology.org/how-to-identify-a-river-otter/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2213224423000627

